Advancing Women’s Empowerment through

Eliminating Discrimination in Rights to
Housing, Land and Water

Women's security of tenure and access to and
control over housing, land and water are essen-
tial to women’s equality and well-being because
they provide:

° safety and security;

. a means to produce food to feed them-
selves and their families;

° a means to produce income to support
the health, education, nutritional and
other essential needs of their families;

° a means to raise capital to pursue liveli-
hoods;

° a bargaining tool in the home; and

° cushioning to weather economic and

other shocks or emergencies.

This is particularly so for poor women and rural
women. This side event will highlight several
forthcoming developments in international and
regional human rights law in relation to women'’s
rights to housing, land and water, bringing to-
gether key experts and organizations working on
these issues.

Welcome Comments:

Mr Renne Klinge

Deputy Head of Mission, Permanent Mission of
Finland

Chairperson:

Ms Lucy McKernan

Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights

Speakers:
Ms Yvette Stevens

Sierra Leone Ambassador to the United Nations in
Geneva

Ms Leilani Farha
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing The Global Taitiarve e

B
for Economic, Social and Culrural Righes % ,sg
" A
INITIATIVE FOR GENDER

CEDAW Committee Member - L

Ms Barbara Bailey

Ms Sylvia Noagbesenu
Initiative for Gender Equality and Development -

Africa FEEMANENT :jlr'-l:!t:ur FINLAND HUMAN
Mr Richard Pearshouse _ P—Tr RIGHTS
Human Rights Watch 2> | of the Federal Republic of Germany WATCH
to the Office oftht_a United Naltinnls and
Wednesday, 11 March 2015 tGh:ngtvI;erInternatlonalUrgamzatmns

16:30-18:00

k% H H k%
Room XIX, Palais des Nations refreshments will be provided




