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Message from
Chair of the Board

Two years into the COVID pandemic, human rights advocates
across the world are pressing for a transformation in the rules
and assumptions that make up our economic and political sys-
tems. The Global Initiative for Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights is leading the way, partnering with grassroots commu-
nities and organizations to demand an end to extractive and
exclusionary frameworks that have failed to halt the climate cri-
sis, stop the devastation of the COVID pandemic, and promise
little to the many communities without access to clean water,
quality education, or safe housing. GI-ESCR stands firm with
movements calling for a just transition, advancing a collective
vision of justice, and creating tools needed to chart a new path
toward a sustainable, equitable world. Insisting that the future
is public, GI-ESCR’s talented staff—under the dynamic leader-
ship of Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona—have built coalitions,
forged key principles, and filed strategic litigation, all aimed at
making real the promise of human rights for all.

Prof. Margaret
Satterthwaite




Message from

Executive Director

Dear friends,

Welcome to our annual report for 2021. This report
covers a very turbulent year. In 2021, we witnessed
how health systems and economies were thrown
into crisis, highlighting profound shortcomings in
public financing, institutional capacity, global eco-
nomic resilience, and care systems. The COVID-19
pandemic concealed older crises, with deeper roots:
the climate and environmental crises, extreme and
growing inequality, and failure to regulate the pow-
ers of private companies. All were areas in which
GI-ESCR and partners have focused in 2021.

In the face of powerful regressive forces, in 2021
there were also important victories. This report high-
lights what we achieved. Our impact could be felt in
several ways: in shifting narratives about the role of
the State in the provision of economic, social and cul-
tural rights-related services (e.g. health, education
and social protection); in building a cross-constitu-
ency movement demanding a recovery that invests
in public services and in a green energy transition,
that is rights-based and responsive to the needs of
disadvantaged groups and women.

In the report, you will learn about concrete cases
where our work with partners is leading to change
at the global and local levels and how GI-ESCR has
helped forge alliances in support of a just and gen-
der-sensitive transition to renewable energy. You
will read about the Manifesto for Public Services
which 200 organisations around the world have en-
dorsed and have been advocating for. You will also
hear how women'’s voices from an indigenous com-
munity in Mexico were brought to the attention of

international human rights mechanisms to seek ac-
countability for violations of rights reportedly com-
mitted by two States and the company implement-
ing a mega project in their territories.

Our impact could also be felt in the process to de-
velop a new Constitution in Chile which has the po-
tential to reverse decades of neoliberal policies. We
have built strong national, regional and international
alliances with civil society organisations; developed
tools and analyses; and co-created a digital platform
that enables individuals, movements, and civil so-
ciety organisations to participate actively in Chile’s
constitutional process.

The achievements made in 2021 would not have
been possible without the support of partners, the
generosity of donors, the guidance of our Board of
Directors, and, crucially, our hard-working team. |
personally continue to be inspired by the commit-
ment and passion of colleagues and partners around
the world and the courage and resilience of human
rights defenders.

As we look ahead to a future that is sure to bring
new opportunities and new challenges, we remain
committed to working together towards a more eq-
uitable recovery from the pandemic and more effec-
tive solutions to the problems of inequality, poverty,
authoritarianism and environmental decline.

In solidarity,

Magdalena
Sepulveda Carmona



W h o we a re Theory of Change

LISTEN

Identify Concerns
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VISIon Are concerns in line with
GI-ESCR’s mandate?
A world in which every person and community lives in
Are they of wide
relevance?

dignity and in harmony with nature.

Can GI-ESCR add value?
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in society, challenge oppression, end the subordination
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Identify concerns

Methodology

We are agile, constantly looking for innovative ways to advance social Published by

and economic justice, gender equality and human dignity. We reach o
The Global Initiative for

out to people and engage with their diversity, values and experiences, Economic. Social and Cultural
as far as possible in their own languages. We see our work as a cycle, Rights (GI-ESCR)
an upward spiral of iterative and cumulative change in which local and www.gi-escr.org

global actions influence and benefit each other.

February 2022
Our theory of change focuses on our capacity to shape the larger
Annual report produced by
GI-ESCR and designed by
Magdalena Horanin

ecosystem that determines decision making. GI-ESCR identifies concerns
and issues that fall within our mandate and tools that add value.

We work on these issues by, on one hand, assembling evidence and Photo attributions:

Cover: Isabel Campafia/ProDESC A.C.
Other: piyaset, Johnstocker, Jorge
political majorities, and, on the other, ally with other organisations to Barahon, United Nations in Geneva,

arguments that lead to new narratives with power to rally social and
build coalitions that have enough momentum to advocate successfully. yannis,
Transformative narratives together with broad social coalitions have

the power to strengthen the institutional human-rights framework,

influence public and institutional attitudes, and change thinking.
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Our publications

GI-ESCR has released a considerable number of
publications over 2021. These publications include
reports, briefing papers, parallel reports and
submissions to human rights monitoring bodies,
updates of the work of UN treaty bodies, and
contributions to academic books and journals.
Our publications are high quality products,

and they translate complex information into
accessible formats.

GI-ESCR publications have shaped debates on
human rights and public policies. They also support
civil society organisations as they are tools they
can use to act.
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Where we work

GI-ESCR has a presence in Accra, Barcelona, This dispersed structure enables us to be
Basel, Brussels, Budapest, Buenos Aires, closer to the ground in several regions and to
Dakar, Geneva, London, Mexico City, Nairobi, connect with different economic, social and
Naples, Paris and Santiago de Chile. cultural (ESC) rights struggles and institutions

accross the world.

Budapest

Barcelona

Paris

AN

Mexico City

Y

Buenos Aires




Thanks to its presence in Geneva, where it is We facilitate engagement with the human

also the only NGO working exhaustively on rights mechanisms, to ensure that their work
ESC rights, GI-ESCR plays a unique role in the isinformed by the perspectives of movements,
promotion and protection of ESC rights at the organizations and defenders on the ground
international level. and to maximise oppportunities to use those

bodies as levers for national level change.

B - s . In 2021 we
worked in:

~ Chile

N [taly

~ Nigeria

< Kenya

~w Céte d’lvoire
~ Senegal
~ Liberia

~ Sierra Leone
N Ghana

~ Nepal

~ Niger

~ Mexico

~ France

N Guatemala
~Yemen

~ Nepal
~India

~ Kenya

~ Myanmar

~ Argentina

N South Africa
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Testimonials

To understand how the “ APRIL 2021
organization’s role in
research, articulation The collaboration with GI-ESCR has allowed ProDesc to
and advocacy achieves approach the issues related to wind energy projects from
change, it is useful to a more comprehensive and holistic viewpoint, allowing us
look at real stories, to better identify the interdependence (and also the extent
where GI-ESCR’s wager of the impacts) among the human rights involved. We have
on partnerships, high also been able to learn about and identify standards/sources
working standards of reference on state obligations on gender issues.
and versatility have
become critical to reach ‘l .

. . | — Guillermo Torres,
transformative collective \ Sert

enior Lawyer, ProDESC.

accomplishments. N

68 DeceEvBER 2021 — €68 DccemBER 2021
We have learnt a lot from the The briefing paper published by GI-ESCR on Renewable
collaboration with GI-ESCR Energy and Gender Justice provides excellent information
and it has further boosted that can be used by the UN Committee on Economic, Social
our confidence to work with and Cultural Rights when States are reviewed in the report-
women in the community for ing process and real concerns can then be integrated into the
their betterment. Committee’s Concluding Observations. This type of collabo-
ration is greatly needed.

— Kala Timalsina, H — Heisoo Shin,
Chairperson, Women \ Expert member of the UN Committee on Economic,
Network for Energy and Social and Cultural Rights.

Environment (WoNEE).

€8 DceceEMBER 2021

The Mds que Juanitas project came at a fundamental moment of Chile’s constitutional process. It is as
well, a particularly important input for the future as archive material and source of analysis of how the
process is taking place from civil society engagement’s point of view. It is already a great contribution to

make visible the organizations that have been working on ESCR and gender in Chile.

| — Valentina Salas,
Human Rights Center Fellow at the University of Minnesota Law school.

Ll


https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice-briefing-paper-in-spanish
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice-briefing-paper-in-spanish
https://www.gi-escr.org/libro-mas-que-juanitas
https://prodesc.org.mx/

In the media

Changing the narrative on economic,
soctal and cultural rights

Building a collective narrative and increasing
mobilisation are at once consecutive steps and
interdependent objectives. We raise awareness
to build a collective narrative that can drive
mobilisation with partners and of course, is
needed).

based on human rights. We continue to seek to:

“ Debunk myths about social and environmental
injustice and asymmetries of power, and the
roles of public and corporate actors.

< Showcase alternative approaches that

demonstrate another way is possible (and

~ Start from the perspectives and experiences of

rights holders.

130

MEDIA
MENTIONS IN

Media
Coverage

5 i 31

languages countries

CNN USA, CNN Chile,
TVU (Chile), Bio Bio
TV (Chile), Channel
13 (Chile), Channel 11
(Mexico)

78

media outlets

@

Radio Universidad
de Chile (Chile),
Cooperativa (Chile),
Subela (Chile), Radio
Enfasis (Chile)

LATIN AMERICA I!B

Argentina

Gaceta Mercantil (1)
El Cohete a la Luna (1)
Pdgina 12 (2)

Brazil

Poder 360 (3)
Colombia

Las 2 orillas (3)

El Tiempo (1)

Chile

Bio Bio TV (1)
Channel 13 (1)

CNN Chile (1)

Diario Constitucional (2)
El Desconcierto (1)

El Mostrador (14)

La Tercera (7)

La Prensa (1)
Publimetro (1)

Que Pasa (1)

Radio Universidad de
Chile (1)

Radio Cooperativa (1)

Radio Enfasis (1)
Radio UdeC (1)
Suibela Radio (1)
The Clinic (1)

TVU (1)
Dominican Republic
Acento (3)
Ecuador

El Universo (2)
Mexico

Channel 11 TV (1)
Animal Politico (1)
DesInformémonos (1)
El Economista (1)
Mexico Social (2)
Proceso (2)
Panama

La Prensa (1)
Peru

Ojo Publico (2)
Uruguay

La Diaria (2)

EUROPE

United States
CNN (1)
The Daily Beast (1)

Common Dreams (2)

Belgium

La Libre Belgique (1)
Le Soir (1)

France

Le Club de Mediapart (2)
Les Nouvelles News (1)
Terra Femina (1)

Italy

Altreconomia (2)
Avvenire (1)

Il Manifesto (1)

In Genere (1)

Portugal

O Jornal Econémico (1)

Spain

EFE (1)

El Pais (2)

La Vanguardia (1)
Switzerland

Le Temps (2)
Swiss Info (1)




Television: Mexico Social (Mexico)
Mario Luis Fuentes interviewed our ED Mag-
dalena Sepllveda Carmona for TV show at
Channel 11 in Mexico.

En Chile, los derechos sociales “estan
totalmente desprotegidos”

CNN reported the launch of our book: Consti-
tutional Essays, a tool to assist in the drafting
of the new Constitution in Chile.

Tax Justice Is Not a Technical Battle
It Is a Crucial Tool to Advance Human
Rights

It is painful that the rulers of the rich countries
have once again failed to address the magni-

Do You Want a More Caring—and Femi-
nist Society? Tax Better!

Women are the first to pay the price for dec-
ades of budget cuts and privatization of essen-
tial services.

Rich countries must stop blocking the
COVID vaccine patent waiver

Access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeu-
tics is part of the human right to health.

. L

When the market becomes deadly
How pressures towards privatisation of health
and long-term care put Europe on a poor foot-

ing for a pandemic

tude of the crises we are going through.

EN BN

N Algeria I Bangladesh

Twala (1) Dhaka Tribune (1)
¥ Angola "I Cambodia

Expansdo (1) The Phnom Penh Post (3)
"1 Céte d’lvoire N India

Abidjan.net (1) The Hindu Business Line (1)
Linfodrome (1)
 Kenya
The Standard (1)
% Morocco

GLOBAL

L'Economiste (2) W Aljazeera (1)

" Namibia " Common Dreams (1)

Namibia Economist (2) WlInfobae America (1)

I Nigeria
Infodig (1)

Nigeria News Flight (1)

"N Open Democracy (1)
"W Open Global Rights (4)
' Social Europe (4)
Premium Times (2)
The Guardian Nigeria News (1)
Vanguard (1)
U Senegal
Agence de Presse Sénégalaise (1)
Le Quotidien (1)
Nettali (1)
Seneweb (1)
“W'South Africa

Business Live (1)
Tunisia (3)
L’'Economiste (3)

N Zambia
The Daily Maverick (1)
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https://youtu.be/t2TP-Mti4pU
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2021/01/when-market-becomes-deadly
https://youtu.be/O0Hm0ml2tq4
https://youtu.be/O0Hm0ml2tq4
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/12/11/tax-justice-not-technical-battle-it-crucial-tool-advance-human-rights
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/12/11/tax-justice-not-technical-battle-it-crucial-tool-advance-human-rights
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/12/11/tax-justice-not-technical-battle-it-crucial-tool-advance-human-rights
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/11/30/rich-countries-must-stop-blocking-the-covid-vaccine-patent-waiver?s=08
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/11/30/rich-countries-must-stop-blocking-the-covid-vaccine-patent-waiver?s=08
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/03/08/do-you-want-more-caring-and-feminist-society-tax-better
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/03/08/do-you-want-more-caring-and-feminist-society-tax-better
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2021/01/when-market-becomes-deadly
https://youtu.be/O0Hm0ml2tq4
https://youtu.be/t2TP-Mti4pU
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/11/30/rich-countries-must-stop-blocking-the-covid-vaccine-patent-waiver?s=08
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/12/11/tax-justice-not-technical-battle-it-crucial-tool-advance-human-rights
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/03/08/do-you-want-more-caring-and-feminist-society-tax-better

Stories of impact

GI-ESCR has provided vital technical support and achieved ground-breaking
outcomes that are respected within and beyond the human rights community. We
are increasingly recognised as a leader in economic, social and cultural rights
advocacy and litigation.

[llustrations of impact can be found throughout the annual report. Here we list significant

examples that demonstrate how GI-ESCR’s work with its partners is making a difference
in people’s lives.

Manifesto
for Public Services

Working alongside other members of the Public Services Facilitation Group,
for which it acted as secretariat, GI-ESCR played a leading role in develop-
ing the ‘Global Manifesto for Public Services'. This landmark initiative calls for
a new approach to public services that will address current crises and build
more sustainable, socially just and resilient economies and societies.

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed starkly the consequences of decades of
privatisation and commercialisation of services essential for human dignity. The
Manifesto offers detailed alternatives to a neoliberal model that has failed to pro-
tect human rights and provide a dignified life for all. It argues that public services
are the foundation of fair and just societies and underpin a social pact that de-
pends on core values of solidarity, equality and human dignity. It advances ten
principles for universal and excellent public services for the 21st century and out-
lines how they can be funded.

The Manifesto was developed through a participatory, collective process that
brought together actors from across civil society, academic and a range of social
movements. It provides a unified vision, making joint work possible, and addresses
questions, such as the role of the State and the scope of services, that had hindered
collective action. Within a few weeks of its launch on 25 October 2021 the Manifes-
to had been endorsed by 199 organisations and it is now available in 7 languages.
It will remain open for signature throughout 2022 and is an unprecedented platform
for collective action that enables a broader range of actors than ever before to scale
up their action in the coming months and years. Public Services International and
GI-ESCR have already used the Manifesto to develop a proposal on public services
for Chile’s constitutional process.

In November 2021, we convened Enough is enough II: The Future is Public. This
event brought together nine human rights representatives to reflect on the crucial
role of public services during and after the COVID-19 pandemic and transition to
a more sustainable and resilient economy and society. The panel discussion was
watched by over 500 participants from across the world.




genous women of
Unioén Hidalgo

take their grievances to UN
Special Rapporteurs

‘A

With ProDESC, a Mexican civil society organisation, GI-ESCR helped identify the gender impact of a large wind park built in
the Zapotecan indigenous community of Unién Hidalgo, in the windswept Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico. We organised
a dialogue with women human rights defenders in the community at which they analysed the disproportionate impacts on
women'’s rights of the project. Their experience reflects a trend. Global energy transition programmes tend to privilege land
and capital-intensive renewable energy projects that do not share their benefits with local communities and shift most of the
social and environmental costs onto the local community.

We presented the women’s analysis in a communication to United Nations Special Rapporteurs. Four Rapporteurs subse-
quently addressed allegation letters to Electricité de France, the French company developing the Gunaa Sicaru project, and to
the States of Mexico and France. The letters requested the States and the company to uphold their human rights obligations
to the Zapotecan community. They were signed by the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, the Special
Rapporteur on the right to development, the Special Rapporteur on indigenous peoples’ rights, and the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights defenders.

The fact that four Special Rapporteurs addressed this case had impacts at several levels. (1) It indicated the relevance and ur-
gency of the human rights abuses committed during development of the Gunaa Sicard wind park. (2) It made recipients of the
letters accountable and supported litigation, currently proceeding in France, to demand that the company respect the rights
of the community of Unién Hidalgo. (3) It assisted UN Special Rapporteurs to build their capacity to address issues of climate
change and just transition and develop standards that should inform the energy transition activities of public and private ac-
tors. (4) It raised public awareness that human rights provide valuable guidance during the global transition to a low carbon
world. (5) Finally and critically, it supported and recognised the women and the community of Unién Hidalgo.

GI-ESCR'’s working relationship with ProDESC and local communities opened new research and advocacy perspectives. We
are currently sharing the experiences of the women of Unién Hidalgo in several further advocacy spaces as well as with UN
human rights mechanisms and other actors.

Bl -

R
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Promoting a participatory
constitutional reform
in Chile

GI-ESCR has become a key player in Chile’s social and political ecosystem. Recognised for its expertise on economic, so-
cial and cultural rights and its support for a participatory constitutional reform process, GI-ESCR constantly engages with
unions and social organisations, NGOs and members of the constitutional convention. To take advantage of the unique
opportunity in Chile and to meet the commitments we have made, we reinforced the Chile team in 2021 and developed
specific tools for promoting public participation, including Distrito Global and La Constitucién es Nuestra, digital platforms
for information and collaboration.

Chile is at a unique moment in its history. For the first time, all its inhabitants are entitled to democratically participate in elab-
orating a new Constitution that distributes power fairly and guarantees the rights of all. Together with partners, GI-ESCR is
working to ensure the broadest possible participation in this process. To date, more than fifty civil society organisations are
involved in La Constitucion es Nuestra (‘It's Our Constitution’), a platform in which they can present their constitutional de-
mands, articulate human rights concerns, make links with peer organisations, and develop advocacy strategies to influence the
Constitutional Convention.

GI-ESCR has also facilitated local, national and international fora that connect Chilean discussions with international debates
on economic justice and inequality and encourage two-way exchange on Chile’s experiences and other rights-based approach-
es to economic and social policymaking.

We have opened channels of communication and discussion that have helped move Chile’s constitutional debate forward.
These include local-international dialogues, for example with international alliances working on the Principles for Human
Rights in Fiscal Policy, and on the Abidjan Principles on Human Rights Obligations of States to Provide Public Education and to
Regulate Private Involvement in Education, and other international events and conferences.

Our work in Chile has been widely disseminated in national and international media. Since we launched our constitutional
programme in Chile, more than fifty media outlets, including national television channels and radio stations, have reported on
our work



http://www.distritoglobal.org 
https://laconstitucionesnuestra.cl/
https://laconstitucionesnuestra.cl/

Fantastic resources and thanks
for coordinating the meeting
with the Committee. GI-ESCR’s
work in supporting, monitor-
ing and reporting on the work
of the CESCR is so important
for those of us who would
otherwise not be able to keep
up with what is happening in
Geneva. Thanks so much for all

of your hard work on this front!

Bruce Porter,
Social Rights Advocacy
Centre, email

When we first met the Global Initiative for Economic, So-
cial, and Cultural Rights in 2016, the Abidjan Principles
were a fledgling idea in development. They were an aspi-
ration for what we collectively, as a community, wanted to
see in the world to protect students and educators from
predatory for-profit, poor education quality, and growing
education inequity for marginalized learners. Today, several
years after their adoption, the Abidjan Principles are being
used in incredibly practical ways that meaningfully impact
learners’ educational experiences in innumerable ways --
from lawsuits protecting investment in public education, to
collaborations with national governments to improve na-
tional education sector review plans, to pushing the World
Bank and others to invest in education systems more equi-
tably and responsibly. The result of this investment of time,
collaboration, and leadership of GI-ESCR and others is that
learners’ rights are better protected and upheld, ensuring
that learners’ education and future potential is not limited by

the profitability of a business model.

Stephanie Gasior,
Program Officer, International Children’s Education,
Wellspring Philanthropic Fund, email

In my capacity as Chair of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, | would like to

express our deep appreciation for the support provided to the work of the Committee by the Glob-
al Initiative on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (GI-ESCR). [...] The continued engagement of
GI-ESCR in these new circumstances (COVID-19] has been extremely valuable. In addition to sup-
port for the country specific work, the outreach and coordination for interventions on the opening

day, and very importantly, all the work in preparing, coordination and organising the Annual NGO

Meeting. Your support and engagement was greatly appreciated. We look forward to continuing the

important annual engagement with civil society stakeholders. Without the relentless engagement of

many NGOs globally, often in difficult circumstances, our work would not resonate in the same way.

In addition to the support during the Session [..] you have done so much to promote the work of the
Committee and raise awareness of the Covenant and the Protocol more generally. The Yearbook of
the Committee, the session updates and the very important resources regarding individual commu-

nications are all extremely welcome and useful.

Renato Zerbini Ribeiro Ledo,
Chair of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, letter to GI-ESCR

17



Reversing
the commercialisation of public services

We work to reverse the harmful effects of commercialising public services such as

education, healthcare, water, sanitation and social protection. We monitor the impacts

of privatisation and commercialisation on these services, expose abuses when they

occur, demand that those responsible are held accountable, and promote alternative

arrangements aligned with human rights.

The COVID-19 pandemic spot-lit the contribution of pub-
lic services to realisation of economic, social, and cultur-
al rights. They are critical in many sectors. During 2021,
GI-ESCR documented and reported the impacts of privati-
sation and commercialisation on public services, contribut-
ed to public debates, and advanced solutions.

In Cote d’lvoire, after we published

with the Mouvement Ivoirien des Droits de
'Homme (‘Human Rights Movement of Ivory Coast’), the Minister
of Education announced that the government would conduct an
annual assessment of private schools. On the eve of the report’s
launch, a prohibited the sale of

school manuals and learning materials in school premises.

In December, the Ministry of Education of Senegal a
similar review after COSYDEP, a Senegalese education coalition,
published, with GI-ESCR support, a report on the private edu-
cation sector. The National Employers’ Council also announced
that it would investigate private secondary, vocational and high-
er education in Senegal.

As described below, our work has helped to reveal the limita-
tions of marketised models in delivering economic, social and
cultural rights and identified alternatives to commercialised
public services.


https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/gi-escr-joins-midh-to-launch-report-in-privatisation-in-education-in-cte-divoire
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/gi-escr-joins-midh-to-launch-report-in-privatisation-in-education-in-cte-divoire
https://globalinitiativeescr.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EcsCQHb5dEpEt9miKWVKhtcBmP9ka5UpDRKOJeK2RQ7vHw?e=uPAtXH
https://globalinitiativeescr.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EaYW45_T1iBLtMnCEkq_khMBDd5iJV2qA7u0UQBBUm4A3w

Cross-sectoral
public services

GI-ESCR has actively contributed to building a global network
of actors that oppose commercialisation and mobilise for pub-
lic alternatives. We are one of nine civil society organisations
that help coordinate a large and growing informal public ser-
vices consortium. In November, we jointly organised

. The event brought together
nine UN special procedures and regional human rights officials
to reflect on the crucial role of public services in building a more
sustainable, inclusive, socially just and resilient economy and
society. More than five hundred people joined the discussion.
With regional partners, we also organised seven regional work-
shops (in five languages), and a global civil society workshop,
on public services. These events connected national, regional
and global efforts to promote public services, and supported a
growing cross-sectoral, cross-regional movement.

GI-ESCR has made progress in strengthening the normative
human rights framework on public services. At the UN, we
participated in consultations for the

Adopted in March 2021, the resolution recognised for the first
time that underinvestment in public services is a major chal-
lenge to realisation of economic, social and cultural rights. This

represents an important step towards recognition that provi-
sion of public services is a human rights obligation.

We worked closely with the African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights, including on privatisation. During 2021,
GI-ESCR was among the drafters of the African’s Commis-
sion’s General Comment on public services that will address
privatisation and commodification of ESC rights-related ser-
vices and may be a landmark text in this area. The draft is
currently being reviewed by the Commission, and we hope it
will be adopted in 2022.

In February, in conjunction with the UN Special Rapporteur on
extreme poverty and human rights, we organised and hosted

on the relationship between human rights
and the commons. The series established a dialogue between
leading figures from the commons and human rights which
will be vital to efforts to reconceptualise public services. It will
be important to advance inspiring alternatives to market mod-
els, build a strong interdisciplinary movement, and mobilise
collectively to confront the powerful interests and institutions
that drive commercialisation of services relevant to ESC rights.
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https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/enough-is-enough-the-future-is-public-a-unique-and-well-attended-conversation-with-nine-human-rights-officials
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/enough-is-enough-the-future-is-public-a-unique-and-well-attended-conversation-with-nine-human-rights-officials
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/At%20the%20United%20Nations%20(U.N.)%20level,%20we%20engaged%20in%20the%20consultation%20process%20for%20the%20U.N.%20Human%20Rights
https://usc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/At%20the%20United%20Nations%20(U.N.)%20level,%20we%20engaged%20in%20the%20consultation%20process%20for%20the%20U.N.%20Human%20Rights
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/gi-escr-co-hosts-a-workshop-series-on-the-commons-and-human-rights-with-the-un-special-rapporteur-on-extreme-poverty-and-human-rights

Education

Increasing awareness of and implementing the
Abidjan Principles

In 2021, GI-ESCR continued to support efforts to ensure
that the Abidjan Principles on the right to education, adopt-
edin 2019, are widely recognised and integrated in national
education plans. As a member of the Secretariat, GI-ESCR
played a leading role in their development.

In June, advocacy efforts led by GI-ESCR helped to ensure that
the UN Human Rights Council recognised the Abidjan Princi-
ples in a resolution on the right to education. The resolution
called on UN agencies to provide technical assistance, in associ-
ation with the Global Partnership for Education and civil society,
to help States realise the right to education during and after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Recognising that education has been severely impacted by the
pandemic and containment measures, GI-ESCR and partners
produced a range of materials to raise awareness of the Abidjan
Principles and show that they can help learners and others to
claim back their right to education. In November, we launched
‘Education is ours’ a narrated by Ken-
yan actress Sarah Hassan which has already been viewed more
than 88,000 times. It tells the stories of three children in Kenya,
the USA, and Chile, who face typical difficulties in accessing
quality education. The video is accompanied by practical tools
that summarise key elements of the Abidjan Principles.

GI-ESCR’s work has helped to mobilise national support. The
Alliance Globale pour I'Education et le Développement (AGEDE,
‘Niger Global Alliance for Education and Development’) and
the Syndicat National des Agents de la Formation et de I'En-
seignement du Niger (SYNAFEN, ‘Niger Teachers’ Union’) invit-
ed GI-ESCR to take part in

in June. In countries such as Nepal, Sierra Leone and
Kenya, we have worked with national partners to persuade
governments to integrate the Abidjan Principles in national
laws, policies and practice.

With partners in Céte d’lvoire and Senegal, we assessed how
far national laws, policies and practice align with the Abidjan
Principles. GI-ESCR also worked with partners to present the
Abidjan Principles to judges on the African continent, including
more than thirty High Court judges in South Africa and Lesotho.

Alternatives to commercialised education

GI-ESCR has made progress in developing alternatives to com-
mercial education. *

’, a study de-
veloped with partners, shows that well-organised and effective
public education systems currently operate in many contexts,
including in low-income countries. That it has helped to build a
positive discourse on education was demonstrated at the World
Bank’s annual civil society policy forum on ‘Getting all children
back into better schools: The essential role of public education
in the COVID-19 era’.



https://youtu.be/Kzqandgh1k0
https://www.gi-escr.org/gi-escr-contributes-to-awareness-campaign-ap-in-niger-fr
https://www.gi-escr.org/gi-escr-contributes-to-awareness-campaign-ap-in-niger-fr
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/working-paper-public-education-works-lessonsfrom-five-case-studies-inlow-and-middle-income-countries
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/working-paper-public-education-works-lessonsfrom-five-case-studies-inlow-and-middle-income-countries

Health

GI-ESCR clarified the risks of commercialised
healthcare and made a human rights analysis of
its effects

In June, we published *

. This Policy Brief
was widely disseminated and discussed. It was mentioned in
Altreconomia (an Italian magazine); in June, an editorial that
GI-ESCR drafted, based on the Brief, made the front page
of Il Manifesto (an Italian national newspaper); and a related
blog (in English, Italian and Spanish) was Editor’s Pick on the
website Open Global Rights and published in French on the
blog Mediapart.

GI-ESCR was actively involved in establishing the Consortium
Against the Commercialisation of Healthcare, an informal net-
work of organisations that coordinates analysis and responses
to commercialised healthcare. The group facilitated a critical
civil society response to a report by the World Health Organi-
sation that appeared to promote commercialised and privatised
healthcare. It has established contact with the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and is coordinating re-
search on commercial healthcare.

Water

GI-ESCR has pursued opportunities to strengthen the reg-
ulation of private provision of water services. We continue
to collaborate closely with the UN Special Rapporteur on
the rights to water and sanitation and to draw attention to
the growing financialisation of water. On World Water Day,
we moderated a discussion ‘Speaking about the elephantin
the room - Human rights under the pressures of speculative
strategies’, which the Special Rapporteur convened.

With partners, we influenced the

adopted by the African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights in April 2021. These strictly limit the dele-
gation of water services to private actors and challenge a trend,
notably to outsource water services to multinational corpora-
tions, that has been observed in many African countries.

In April, GI-ESCR made a submission on water commodification
to the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to water and sanita-
tion. We advanced legal arguments for saying that the commer-
cialisation and commodification of water is incompatible with
recognition of water as a human right, and argued that water
should be recognised as a public service in human rights law
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https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/policy-brief-italys-experience-during-covid-19-and-the-limits-of-privatisation-in-healthcare
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/policy-brief-italys-experience-during-covid-19-and-the-limits-of-privatisation-in-healthcare
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=71
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=71

Addressing the
environmental breakdown
and ensuring a gender-just transition

We highlight the serious threat posed by climate change to economic, social and
cultural rights and demand that States take ambitious action to address climate
change through green transition plans that respect, protect and fulfil human rights,
especially the rights of women.

Moving towards a low-carbon and sustainable economic
system has become one of the most important global chal-
lenges of our time. However, it is crucial to ensure that the
transition to sustainability also transforms our social, po-
litical, and economic systems so that they respect human
rights and ensure equality, particularly gender equality, and
distribute global resources fairly. GI-ESCR has a longstand-
ing record of advocating for the respect, protection, and ful-
filment of human rights in the climate crisis. What does a
feminist green transition look like and how can human rights
guide all stakeholders towards a low carbon world? These

questions lead our work on a gender just green transition.
They have led us to explore interconnections associated
with the transition, and find bold solutions and standards
that have the potential to shift our societies away from our
present unsustainable status quo.

Green transition with a gender perspective

GI-ESCR’s research has shown that the transition to renewable
energy can negdatively impact women’s human rights, but also
that energy policies can adopt a gender-sensitive approach. ‘Re-


https://www.gi-escr.org/annual-report-2019-2020-climate-change
https://www.gi-escr.org/annual-report-2019-2020-climate-change
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice-briefing-paper

', a briefing paper, revealed
that decentralised and community-managed energy solutions
can empower women to enter the climate debate. It has influ-
enced key documents such as UN Women'’s *

" (see below).
To widen its impact, in 2021 we
and presented it to over a dozen Latin American
organisations that now use it as an advocacy tool.

We worked with civil society organisations and studied the
participation of women in renewable energy policies. This re-
search was published in the report *

', which will be shared with experts
at the sixty-sixth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW66).

Promoting a gender-just transition perspective in
international fora

In 2021 GI-ESCR expanded its reach beyond traditional human
rights bodies by engaging with international fora that still lack a
strong human rights and climate perspective. At the 65" session
of the Commission on the Status of Women Forum, we co-host-
ed an event on promoting justice during the transition
to renewable energies. We organised two panels at the Glob-
al South Women'’s Forum on feminist visions of environmental
justice. At the 26" UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in
Glasgow, we deepened our involvement with an online cam-
paign promoting women'’s participation in the energy transition.
During COP26, we also launched *
', an audio-visual series on women in energy, and con-

vened an online panel to launch

(‘Renewable Energy and Gender Justice’), with other civil
society organisations.

Drawing human rights to the attention of renewable
energy actors

We have continued to press for a gender-just energy transi-
tion in UN human rights mechanisms and other human rights
fora. During the 47t session of the UN Human Rights Council,
we organised a side event on renewable energy and women'’s
participation and presented an oral statement. These inputs, to-
gether with important insights from partners working on local
contexts, became the backbone of *

, our second
briefing paper.

Working with partners, we also examined the human rights im-
plications of Mexico’s energy policies in recent years. Co-spon-
sored by 27 national civil society organisations,

(‘Human rights for a
just energy transition’) makes concise recommendations on how
Mexico’s energy transition can adopt a gender-responsive and
human rights-based approach. Based on the report, we and our
partners highlighted the human rights and gender impacts of
the Mexican Government’s energy policy in an urgent appeal to
the UN Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obli-
gations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and
sustainable environment.

Subsequently, we have played a key role in bringing forward
the case of the community of Unién Hidalgo in Mexico, which
has been affected by a massive wind-farm project. As described
in the Stories of Impacts section, UN special procedures recog-
nised the case we made and sent letters of allegation addressed
to the States of Mexico and France, as well as the energy com-
pany developing the project, which highlighted the human
rights obligations of States and energy businesses to protect
the rights of indigenous women and girls.

Developing progressive standards for gender-just
transition

In the course of working with civil society organisations to
strengthen our collective voices, GI-ESCR contributed to new
narratives. We contributed to two amicus curiae to the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights. In the case of Klimaseniorinnen
e.V. v. Switzerland ( ), we highlighted
the impact of the climate crisis on elderly women and fleshed
out the meaning of ‘progressive realisation’ in this context. In
Cldudia Duarte Agostinho and Others v. Portugal and 32 Oth-
ers ( ), we stressed the impact of the
climate crisis on enjoyment of a healthy environment and related
economic, social and cultural rights as well as the right to life,
and its disproportionate impact on the human rights of women
and girls.

In addition, also in collaboration with key partners, we launched
the at the High-Level Dialogue on
Energy, involving governments, private sector actors, finance
organisations, intergovernmental agencies, academics, and civil
society and youth organisations.

Shaping narratives and projects on gender-just
transition

GI-ESCR'’s collective analysis and key messages have influenced
how others approach their work on renewable low-carbon en-
ergy and gender justice. As described in the section on
, our insights were quoted in UN Women’s *

This landmark publication affirmed our key message that it is
necessary to move away from highly centralised, male-domi-
nated corporate models to more egalitarian forms of control
over energy management and consumption.

Together with Observatorio Ciudadano and ProDESC, GI-ES-
CR submitted a joint written paper on the impact of the energy
transition on the rights of indigenous women and girls. Its anal-
ysis, and some of its main concerns and recommendations, were
reflected in the first

issued by the UN Commit-
tee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. The
Committee acknowledged that “States should also take meas-
ures to ensure indigenous women and girls’ access to clean and
renewable energy”. This is an important stepping stone towards
the development of human rights standards that support a gen-
der-just transition to low carbon economies
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https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice-briefing-paper
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdf
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/renewable-energy-and-gender-justice
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/towards-a-gender-just-transition-a-human-rights-approach-to-womens-participation-in-the-energy-transition
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/towards-a-gender-just-transition-a-human-rights-approach-to-womens-participation-in-the-energy-transition
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/promoting-gender-justice-in-the-transition-to-renewable-energy
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/portraits-of-a-feminist-energy-transition-1
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/portraits-of-a-feminist-energy-transition-1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a6e0958f6576ebde0e78c18/t/6185863cc6023e50ef6ffc05/1636140612252/Documento+de+políticas-+Energía+Renovable+y+Justicia+de+Género.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a6e0958f6576ebde0e78c18/t/6185863cc6023e50ef6ffc05/1636140612252/Documento+de+políticas-+Energía+Renovable+y+Justicia+de+Género.pdf
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/towards-a-gender-just-transition-a-human-rights-approach-to-womens-participation-in-the-energy-transition
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/towards-a-gender-just-transition-a-human-rights-approach-to-womens-participation-in-the-energy-transition
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/new-briefing-paper-on-human-rights-for-a-just-energy-transition-in-mexico
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/new-briefing-paper-on-human-rights-for-a-just-energy-transition-in-mexico
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/the-european-court-of-human-rights-is-called-upon-to-ensure-the-protection-of-communities-facing-greater-risks-due-to-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/ys6ycrm6sodatzohgonvnnw8td3zl8
https://www.gi-escr.org/latest-news/launch-of-the-multi-stakeholder-gender-and-energy-compact
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2021/09/feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2021/09/feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Draft-GR-rights-indigenous-women-and-girls.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Draft-GR-rights-indigenous-women-and-girls.aspx

Advancing women’s

economic, social and cultural rights and
gender equality

We aim to transform social norms, power structures and the roots of inequality and
discrimination by placing substantive gender equality at the heart of our advocacy to
achieve economic, social and environmental justice.

Adopting an intersectional gender focus

In 2021, GI-ESCR adopted a strategic intersectional gender
focus across its programmatic priorities. Below are some ex-
amples of our efforts to mainstream gender.

A gender-just transition to a low carbon world

GI-ESCR consistently encouraged the international human rights
system to address the climate emergency. In 2021 we expand-
ed our campaign to reduce greenhouse gases and combat the
climate breakdown by asking what a feminist transition to low
carbon societies would look like. By researching gender and re-
newable energy and creating spaces in which activists and wom-
en’s rights groups could share their concerns and experiences,
we helped human rights mechanisms to address decarbonisation
and local civil society actors to adopt an intersectional gender
lens in their advocacy on climate and energy justice.

GI-ESCR’s analysis of a gender-just transition, promoted in brief-
ing papers and at key events, has influenced how other actors

approach decarbonisation. During 2021 we spoke to key audi-
ences, including government officials, civil society, media, and
academic organisations. We contributed to *

", an influen-
tial publication by UN Women that has helped States to design
post-COVID-19 recovery plans. We were invited to present our
work at the 2021 Generation Equality Forum, which kickstarted
a 5-year journey to accelerate ambitious action on global gen-
der equality. Working across silos, we both strengthened existing
partnerships and built new coalitions of partners to share stories
of hope and solidarity from women and community activists ad-
vocating for a gender-just transition.

Feminist alternatives to the commercialisation of
public services

Several of our activities in 2021 clarified the gender implications
of commercialising public services and advanced discussion of
feminist alternatives that might transform uneven power relations
and advance gender equality.


https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2021/Feminist-plan-for-sustainability-and-social-justice-en.pdf

We joined the core group of progressive feminists and human
rights organisations that launched

. This initiative has deepened the under-
standing of , declaring care is a public
common good, and calling on States to provide public care servic-
es as a means to achieve substantive gender equality. Together
with partners, we produced advocacy tools to raise awareness
of structural gender inequalities and the uneven care burden that
impedes women from enjoying all their rights.

In March, GI-ESCR published *

. This policy brief argues that
public services can transform asymmetrical power relationships
between genders. Supported by our work on care, it has informed
other initiatives, including the approach we took to gender in the
collective civil society statement *

". This document challenges power
imbalances and advances ten principles for public services in the
21t century. It mainstreams gender equality throughout. (See the
Stories of Impact section.)

Engagement with key international women'’s rights
and gender equality mechanisms and fora

GI-ESCR has experience of working with and influencing UN
mechanisms and fora, and bringing women into debates and
decision-making. We have become key conveners of policy ac-
tors in the women’s human rights field, helping to shape how in-
ternational human rights mechanisms understand and interpret
the demands and concerns of women and girls. In 2021, we or-
ganised side events at the Human Rights Council and the Global
South Women’s Forum on Sustainable Development, at which
community organisations discussed their efforts to advance
gender equality in decarbonising energy systems. These events
broadened the scope of women'’s rights issues addressed by UN
human rights mechanisms and informed them about women'’s
local struggles and concerns. They also allowed women from the
Global South to share their experiences, strategise, and explore
their visions of a feminist transition to a low carbon world.

We pushed the frontiers of the women’s economic, social and
cultural rights framework by submitting written contributions
and parallel reports to UN treaty monitoring bodies. Several of
our contributions have been taken up by treaty bodies, including
the Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Lo-
cal partners are actively using this information in their advocacy.

Women's rights to land and other productive
resources

With key local partners, GI-ESCR worked for many years to ex-
tend and strengthen women'’s rights to land and other productive
resources and encouraged the adoption of regional and global
human rights standards on these issues.

GI-ESCR and partners supported the African Commission on Hu-
man and People’s Rights to develop a General Comment on the
Maputo Protocol, which was adopted in 2020. General Comment
No. 6 sets out women'’s property rights in the context of divorce,
separation and annulment of marriage and consolidates progress
in moving from development to implementation of internation-
al standards for women across the African region, a key step in
ending economic and social injustice on the continent. In 2021,

together with the African Commission and regional partners, we
organised a for more
than forty women’s rights experts, activists, and community rep-
resentatives from Africa and Asia. The event assisted civil socie-
ty organisations to develop advocacy tools and strategies, share
lessons learned, and identify ways to combat structural discrimi-
nation against women in and out of marriage.

We also published an on General Comment No. 6.

Realising women's rights in Chile’s constitutional
process

For Chileans, “Mrs. Juanita” is a familiar stereotype, which denies
the diversity and autonomy of women in Chile and reduces the
relations between men and women to a simple binary. Recognis-
ing that it is vital to address the experiences and needs of wom-
en in Chile’s constitutional debate, GI-ESCR launched *

' to explore the relationship between gender, constitu-
tional reform, and endemic social and economic injustices in Chile.

The project gathered the empirical experiences of women and
feminist organisations across the country, underpinned their tes-
timony with standards and norms, and produced recommenda-
tions to Chile’s Constitutional Assembly. In the process, it created
a digital archive that will make available to future generations the
written reflections, videos, pictures, and interviews that women'’s
rights organisations, grassroot movements and trade unions con-
tributed.

To amplify women'’s demands, GI-ESCR and El Mostrador Braga,
a local media outlet, disseminated some of the testimonies. Fur-
ther material will be published in 2022.

Fiscal justice to achieve gender justice

Since 2020, GI-ESCR has added fiscal policy to its work on public
services and the green transition. In 2021, building on the work
of our Executive Director, who pioneered gender approaches to
fiscal policy and who currently sits on the Independent Commis-
sion for the Reform of Corporate Taxation ( ), GI-ESCR
took steps to mainstream gender in economic and fiscal policy
debates. At key international fora, we are taking action to shift the
narrative on fiscal policy and advance alternatives that can help
to realise economic, social and cultural rights and gender equality.

We have also connected with a broad audience through our op-
eds linking women’s rights and fiscal policies. Op-eds that we
published on International Women'’s Day and Human Rights Day
appeared in 42 social media outlets in 38 countries around the
world. This work enables GI-ESCR to step beyond traditional
human rights spaces and influence debate at many more levels,
from communities to senior decisionmakers. Our work on fiscal
policy has produced new knowledge and alternative ideas on
fiscal justice, and helped to challenge dominant narratives and
tackle gender, economic and environmental injustice
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https://peopleoverprof.it/campaigns/manifesto-rebuilding-the-social-organization-of-care?id=11655&lang=en
https://peopleoverprof.it/campaigns/manifesto-rebuilding-the-social-organization-of-care?id=11655&lang=en
https://undocs.org/A/68/293
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/from-gender-responsive-to-gender-transformative-public-services-gi-escr-brief-on-women-and-public-services
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/from-gender-responsive-to-gender-transformative-public-services-gi-escr-brief-on-women-and-public-services
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Strengthening ESC rights
frameworks,

institutions and accountability

We work for strong and effective economic, social, and cultural rights legal
frameworks and accountability mechanisms, that can respond to contemporary
economic, social and cultural rights injustices. We support national and local rights
advocates who leverage the human rights system to realise social, economic and
climate justice.

Influencing the work of UN human rights bodies

We used our expertise in economic, social and cultural rights
to influence debates and consultation processes and have
been recognised as key stakeholders in economic social and
cultural rights conversations. As a result, our contributions
have appeared in official publications and the documents of
several mechanisms, and we have been invited to join expert
conversations.

In 2021 we continued our efforts to ensure that international
standards are interpreted in ways that consider the demands
of local groups and communities. We contributed to the devel-
opment of two new general comments by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, on sustainable develop-
ment and on land and ESC rights, and to a General Recommen-
dation on indigenous women and girls by the Committee on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
We helped to coordinate civil society contributions to the treaty



bodies by organising roundtables. The Committees picked up
some of the recommendations in our submissions. Through this
work, we helped to shape and focus the interpretation of human
right standards.

We ensured that women'’s experiences of the green transition
were heard in UN fora. We convened side events during ses-
sions of the Human Rights Council and the Commission on the
Status of Women and at the Gender Equality Forums. These
meetings underlined that woman must participate in the re-
newable energy transition to ensure that their human rights are
respected, protected, and fulfilled.

During the Human Rights Council’s 46" session, we were heav-
ily involved in consultations on, and drafting of, the bi-annual
resolution on ESC rights. For the first time, the resolution ac-
knowledged the central contribution of public services to the re-
alisation of economic, social and cultural rights, opening the way
to recognising that their provision is a human rights obligation.
At the annual discussion on the rights of the child, we pressed
States to accept that public services are vital to realisation of
children’s human rights.

Alongside other civil society organisations, GI-ESCR has active-
ly argued that there is a strong link between the climate crisis,
the green transition, and human rights. We advocated energet-
ically for the appointment of a UN special rapporteur on human
rights and climate change, approved during the Human Rights
Council’'s 48 session. In addition, GI-ESCR and a broad coali-
tion of NGOs (active on the environment, human rights, indig-
enous rights, women'’s rights, and children’s rights) pressed for
global recognition of the right to a safe, clean, healthy, and sus-
tainable environment.

Throughout the year we worked closely with the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights,
with whom we co-hosted a workshop series on the commons
and human rights. The series brought together experts in hu-
man rights and the commons to explore shared interests. This
emerging relationship could make an important contribution to
efforts to develop alternatives to both privatised and traditional
State-centred models for providing goods and services essen-
tial to the realisation of economic, social and cultural rights.

Working with regional human rights mechanisms

Regional human rights mechanisms shape understanding of
human rights. To achieve our objectives, it is therefore essential
to engage with them.

For several years, GI-ESCR has built ties with the African Com-
mission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. This investment is now
yielding results in the form of new standards. In 2021, GI-ES-
CR provided technical expertise as part of a small group of
experts that contributed to the development of an initial draft
of a General Comment by the African Commission on States’
obligations with regard to social services. The text is current-
ly being reviewed by the African Commission and we hope it
will be adopted in 2022. GI-ESCR also actively encouraged the
adoption of Guidelines on the Right to Water in Africa, which
contain key concepts advanced in the Abidjan principles, con-
straining the commercialisation of water.

Having supported the African Commission on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights’ development and adoption of General Comment

No. 6 on article 7(d) of the Maputo Protocol in 2020, which
addresses the right to property during separation, divorce or
annulment, we teamed up with the Commission and region-
al partners in a workshop on women’s equal property rights
in which more than 40 women'’s rights experts, activists, and
community representatives from Africa and Asia took part. We
also developed an information note for civil society on how to
use the General Comment (See the section

This year, we strengthened our work with the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). In particular, the IA-
CHR'’s Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural and
Environmental Rights participated in several of our activities.
In December, the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights endorsed the in the

)
)

following a submission by GI-ESCR during consultations. The
Special Rapporteur had previously that, for the
Inter-American system, the Abidjan Principles are a ‘valuable
specialised source of interpretation’ of State obligations on the
right to education.

In Europe, together with partners, we developed two amici cu-
riae before the European Court of Human Rights on cases re-
lated to the climate crisis: Klimaseniorinnen e.V. v. Switzerland
and Cldudia Duarte Agostinho and Others v. Portugal and 32
other cases. We stressed the impacts of the climate crisis on
the enjoyment of a healthy environment and related economic,
social, and cultural rights. (See the section

Supporting civil society engagement with UN
human rights monitoring bodies

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic made it difficult for civil soci-
ety organisations to engage with international processes. With
partners, we therefore pressed the UN human rights system to
adapt its procedures to encourage and facilitate participation.
As a member of the NGO Network on UN Treaty Bodies (TB-
Net), we advocated for restoring in-person Treaty Body meet-
ings at the Human Rights Council.

Making the work of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights visible and accessible

We continued to publish GI-ESCR’s widely consulted ‘Year-
book on the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights’. In addition, we established two new resources: a web-
page on ,and

. Both aim to make it easier for civil so-
ciety to engage with the Committee and make use of its deci-
sions and recommendations.

In 2021, we continued to facilitate access to the Committee.
Despite COVID-19, we successfully organised a virtual annual
civil society meeting with the Committee. This event offers civil
society actors and committee members a unique opportuni-
ty to discuss CESCR’s work and economic, social and cultural
rights concerns
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Chile’s
Constitutional Process

We identify opportunities at the domestic level to support legal advocacy and empower
local actors, to promote economic, social and cultural rights’ recognition, monitoring
and accountability. In Chile, we push for a rights respecting, gender inclusive and
post-neoliberal agenda in the constitutional process.
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Advocating for international economic, social
and cultural rights standards in the Constitution

In October 2019, a social uprising led to the first democratic
constitutional drafting process in Chile, a country shaped by
a dictatorship inspired by neoliberalism. The Constitutional
Convention established in 2021 offered the ideal opportunity
to develop and apply a progressive conception of econom-
ic, social and cultural rights, including standards on gender
equality, public services and fiscal policy.

Before the Constitutional Convention was inaugurated, GI-ESCR
was already working with partners to provide expertise on in-
ternational economic, social and cultural rights standards, acting
as a bridge for organisations and academics abroad who want
to contribute to Chile’s reform process. We pushed stakeholders
involved in the constitutional debate to affirm the widest possible
protection of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights
and adopt a post-neoliberal framework that promotes social and
economic policies respectful of human rights.

Together with partners, we also connected the discussion in
Chile with regional and international debates on economic jus-
tice and inequality. Since the constitutional process is taking place
in a period when global inequality has reached alarming levels
and climate change threatens social and economic breakdown,
we encouraged an exchange of experiences. Creative and for-
ward-thinking standard-setting and rights-based approaches to
economic and social policy can open the door to new ways of
realising economic, social and cultural rights in practice.

We have played a critical role in creating and strengthening civ-
il society’s capacity to understand and address economic, social
and cultural rights, given that no specialised organisation in Chile
was working on the whole range of rights and economic issues.
Our expertise and work have been recognised, and GI-ESCR has
emerged as a legitimate actor in the NGO ecosystem in Chile that
is active in the constitutional process on socioeconomic rights. In
2021 we strengthened our presence in Chile to meet the expec-
tations and commitments of our partners.

We have continued to develop tools to promote the inclusion of
progressive standards on economic, social and cultural rights in
the new Constitution. For example, our report

(‘Commitment to Live in Dignity’), which a
range of national organisations have endorsed, lays out principles
and standards that should guide the incorporation of the right to
housing in the new Constitution. Our reports have been widely
distributed by political and social movements, disseminated on
social media, discussed in national media, and delivered to mem-
bers of the Constitutional Assembly.

Empowering local organisations’ advocacy agenda

One of the Constitutional Convention’s main challenges has been
to meet society’s desire to participate and be included. Rec-
ognising that participatory fora were lacking, with Fundacién
Ciudadania Inteligente and other local partners we designed,
developed and launched (‘I's Our
Constitution’), a digital platform that links civil society and the
Constitutional Convention by creating and supporting consti-
tutional proposals. Over fifty civil society organisations joined
the platform and have been able to highlight their demands.

has made an important contribution to
democratising Chile’s constitutional reform process.

‘Mas que Juanitas’

Concerned that the Constitutional Convention might not be able
to translate women'’s longstanding demands for rights into norms,
we brought together 26 feminist organisations from across the
country to share their experiences and demands for economic,
social and cultural rights.

We examined those demands in (see Stories of
Impacts section). This report makes specific recommendations on
how the new Constitution might incorporate women’s demands.
Launched in the presence of civil society organisations, members
of the Constitutional Convention and academics, it is a go-to re-
source on issues the new Constitution must address to promote
gender equality and protect women’s economic, social and cul-
tural rights. Drawing on past contributions and other contribu-
tions we will continue to receive, we have created a

that substantiates the experience of women'’s unequal access to
economic, social, cultural and environmental rights in Chile.

Connecting national and global economic, social
and cultural rights debates

GI-ESCR has also connected discussions in Chile with interna-
tional debates on economic justice and inequality. We developed
local-international dialogue spaces. For example, we convened
debates between Chilean actors and the alliances that promote
and advocate for the Principles for Human Rights in Fiscal Policy,
and for the Abidjan Principles on Human Rights Obligations of
States to Provide Public Education and to Regulate Private In-
volvement in Education. To bring Chilean issues to the attention
of women organising for economic justice, we actively participat-
ed in international fora, such as the International Association for
Feminist Economics.

Together with academic partners, we brought together the re-
flections of more than fifty domestic and international scholars,
practitioners and policy makers in the book *

" (Bloomsbury). This collection of 32 essays has proved
to be a useful tool for members of the Constitutional Convention
and those who want to influence its work.

Public services and fiscal policy

GI-ESCR has facilitated cross-movement alliances of progressive
actors to advance the public services and tax justice agenda in
the context of constitutional reform. In doing so, we have made
links with Public Service International and key national trade un-
ions to challenge the neoliberal paradigm of privatised, underfi-
nanced and market-driven public services reliant on lean fiscal
policies that do not comply with human rights standards.

Together with this broad coalition of unions and civil society ac-
tors, we developed a constitutional proposal that establishes pro-
gressive and innovative standards for public services and fiscal
policy in Chile’s new Constitution. The proposal has been intro-
duced as a public norm initiative (a direct democracy mechanism
within the Convention) and has been shared with members of the
Constitutional Convention
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Partnerships
and networks

Relationships and partnerships are at the core of GI-ESCR’s internal strategy. By
cultivating solidarity and equitable partnerships, we promote collaboration and
initiatives to establish and realise human rights that are grounded in diverse
perspectives.

During 2021, GI-ESCR continued to put itself in positions
from which it can harness collective power and break down
silos between disciplines. We collaborated with organisa-
tions, movements and groups to link grassroots actors and
communities to global fora. We also connected with new
constituencies and explored innovative strategies to build
collective power to influence public opinion and change cit-
izens’ perceptions of rights and human rights organisations.

GI-ESCR played a leading role in a range of networks relevant to
economic, social and cultural rights. For example:

We helped establish informal networks to challenge the priva-
tisation and commercialisation of services related to economic,
social and cultural rights and mobilise for strong public alter-
natives. In this context, we coordinated a facilitation group,
together with ActionAid, the East African Centre for Human
Rights, the Initiative for Social and Economic Rights, Oxfam,
Public Services International, the Society for Internation-
al Development and the Transnational Institute, and worked
collaboratively with about twenty organisations to develop

the * " which close to two
hundred organisations signed within weeks of its launch (see
Stories of Impact section).

We established a Consortium Against the Commercialisation
of Healthcare, composed of the major organisations that work
on the right to health at global, regional and national level, for
which we run the Secretariat and play a coordinating role.

We brought together organisations that work nationally, re-
gionally and globally to unpack the climate, gender and ener-
gy nexus, and developed a collective analysis on the role of
the renewable energy transition in advancing gender justice.
The organisations involved are the Center for International
Environmental Law, EmpowerMed, Energy and Resourc-
es Institute, Energy without Borders, Forum for the Future,
Group for the Environment, Interamerican Association for
Environmental Defense, Next Energy Consumer, Proyecto de
Derechos Econdmicos, Sociales y Culturales (ProDesc), Re-
newable Energy and Solidarity (Geres) and Sustainable De-
velopment Foundation Yemen.



https://futureispublic.org/global-manifesto/

We sought relationships with trade unions to empower so-
cial organisation and build sustainable support for common
causes. In Chile we have partnered with Public Services Inter-
national, an international organisation composed of over 700
unions, which has 350,000 members in Chile. We also work
with the Association of Tax Inspectors of Chile (AFIICH), the
National Association of Judiciary Employees (ANEJUD), the
National Association of State Employees (ANEF), the Nation-
al Association of Tax Service Officials (ANEIICH), the Nation-
al Confederation of Municipal Officials of Chile (ASEMUCH),
the National Confederation of Education Assistant Officials
of Chile (CONFEMUCH), the National Confederation of Mu-
nicipal Health Officials (CONFUSAM), the Confederation of
University Professionals of Health Services (FENPRUSS), and
the National Federation of Sanitary Workers (FENATRAQOS).
With them and other partners we proposed a ‘norm of popu-
lar consent’, a direct democracy mechanism in Chile’s Consti-
tutional Convention.

We partnered with academic institutions aligned to our goals.
For example, the University of Geneva is providing support on
research methodology to ten organisations from francophone
Africa, building their capacity to monitor the privatisation of ed-
ucation. To enrich debate on the content of Chile’s new Consti-
tution, the Human Rights Centre of the University of Essex and
the Environmental Law and Climate Change Programme of the
University of Concepcidn (Chile) partnered with us to provide
an international and comparative analysis of socio-economic
and environmental rights.

We have assisted international organisations and networks
to support national advocacy efforts. For example, SUMMA
(Laboratory for Research and Innovation in Education for
Latin America and the Caribbean) and the Right to Educa-
tion Initiative shared their international experience of efforts
to guarantee the right to education with actors working on
Chile’s new Constitution.

Together with partners in Chile, we established the Red Ciuda-
dana de Justicia Fiscal y Tributaria (‘Citizen Network of Fiscal
and Tax Justice’) to promote progressive fiscal policies in Chile’s
constitutional debates
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Participa ingras

dang

GI-ESCR also participated actively in
a wide range of networks, notably:
ESCR-Net

As a member of the Steering Committee of the
Strategic Litigation Working Group.

As a member of the Women and ESC Rights
Working Group.

As a member of the Advisory Group of the
Networkwide Project on Environment and ESCR.

As a member of the Economic Justice Working
Group.

Bringing Human Rights Home, as a member of the
ESC Rights Working Group.

The Extraterritorial Obligations Consortium, as a
member of the Steering Committee.

The Geneva Climate Change Consultation Group.
Geneva Gender Network.

The Group of Friends of Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights in Geneva.

The NGO Network on the UN Human Rights Treaty
Bodies (TB-Net).

The Privatisation in Education and Human Rights
Consortium, as a member of the Facilitation Group.

The Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors.

Réseau francophone contre la marchandisation
de I'éducation (‘Francophone Network against the
Commercialisation of Education’).

Comunidad de Organizaciones Solidarias (‘Community
of Solidarity Organisations’) (Chile)

Red Ciudadana para la Justicia Fiscal (‘Citizen
Network for Tax Justice’) (Chile).

Plataforma de empresas y derechos humanos
(‘Business and human rights platform’) (Chile).

Red para la participacién (‘Participation Network’)
(Chile).

Elena Caffarena (feminist network, Chile).

The Climate Justice Network (Mexico).

We wish to thank each and every partner, and every
individual, group and organisation, with most of whom
we will continue to work closely, for the road we have
travelled and the achievements we have accomplished
together.
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Financial overview

During the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, total revenue raised was $1,265,471.

Income $1,265,471 Expenses $846,777

Foundations: $1,249,402 97.73% N Environmental breakdown and just transitions $90,350
Individual contributions: $3,427 | 0.27% Nnstitutional frameworks $135,697

N In-kind contributions: $12,362 Reverse the commercialisation of public services $366,888 | 43%
Other: $280  0.02% N Operations $213,385

Fundraising $40,458 5%
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GI-ESCR is grateful to all
its donors listed below,
who have made it possi-
ble to carry out the work
presented in this report.

Our financial information can be
found at

Anonymous (General Support)
Anonymous (Education)

Wallace Global Fund

Open Society Foundations

Open Society Initiative for West Africa
Open Society Policy Center
Foundation to Promote Open Society

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) Geneva
Office

International Commission of Jurists
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Our people

Magdalena
Sepulveda Carmona

Magdalena is a member of the Independent
Commission for the Reform of International
Corporate Taxation and of the High-Level
Panel on International Financial Accountabil-
ity, Transparency and Integrity for Achieving
the 2030 Agenda. Magdalena served as the
United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on
Extreme Poverty and Human Rights (2008 to
2014). She also worked as Senior Research

Fellow at the Research Institute for Social
Development (UNRISD). From 2013 to 2017
she was a member of the High-Level Panel

of Expert on Food Security and Nutrition. In
2015, she was recognized in the Global Tax
50, among the individuals with the biggest
impact on taxation worldwide. She has
worked as a researcher at the Netherlands
Institute for Human Rights, staff attorney at
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,
Co-Director of the Department of International
Law of the UN-mandated University for Peace
and Research Director at the International
Council on Human Rights Policy.

Magdalena holds a Ph.D. (Utrecht University)
and LL.M (University of Essex).

In 2021, Magdalena was selected by the
Open Society Fellowship Program’s New
Executives Fund, which provides key support
to help organizations navigate leadership
transitions.

Our Staff

Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona
Executive Director
Chile

Rodrigo Echecopar
Director Strategy and Advocacy
Peru / Chile

Sylvain Aubry
Director of Law and Policy
France

Moénica Ovalle Corona

Head of Finance, Operations and Human
Resources

Mexico

Alejandra Lozano Rubello

Programme Officer - Climate and Enviromen-
tal Justice

Mexico

Aya Douabou

Programme Officer, Human Rights and Pub-
lic Services - West Africa and Francophone
countries

Céte d’lvoire

Rossella De Falco
Programme Officer- Right to Health
Italy

Axel Etoundi

Senior Program Officer, Human Rights and
Public Services, and West Africa Lead
Cameroon (up to April)

Lucy McKernan
Geneva Representative
Australia (up to March)

Nellie Epinat
Communications Officer
France (up to September)

Sarah Jameson
Programme Officer - Public Services
New Zealand / UK

Valentina Contreras
Programme Officer — Chile
Chile

Vicente Silva
Programme Officer - Latin America
Chile

Zsuzsanna Nyitray
Programme Officer- Right to Education
Hungary

Belén Quellet
Communications Officer
Argentina

Alexis de Ponson du Terrail
Communications Consultant - Chile
Chile

Fernando Carvallo
Associate Programme Officer — Chile
Chile

Ana Clara Cathalat
Fellow - Public Services
Brazil

Juliette Wyss
Fellow - Climate Change
Switzerland

Teresa Mutua
Programme Officer - Right to Education
Kenya (up to September)

Tom Bagshaw

Programme Officer - UN Human Rights
Institutions

United Kingdom (up to August)

Board of Directors

Ellen Dorsey (Board Chair up to December 2021)
Executive Director
Wallace Global Fund

Margaret Satterthwaite (Vice Chair)
Faculty Director of the Center for Human Rights

and Global Justice (CHRGIJ) at NYU School of Law,
Professor of Clinical Law, and Director of the Global

Justice Clinic

Lilian Chenwi (Secretary)

Professor

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg,
South Africa

Jose Fiocca (Treasurer)
Principal
NCheng LLP Accountant and Advisors

Marcos Orellana
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the

implications for human rights of the environmentally

sound management and disposal of hazardous
substances and wastes.

Professor at the American University Washington

College of Law and at the George Washington
University School of Law

Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona
(ex officio/non-voting)

Executive Director

Global Initiative for Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights

Research Associates
and Volunteers

Alemayehu Begna Juliana Rivera

Hordofa Colombia
Ethiopia

Liam Turnbull
Amy Echeto Canada
Venezuela / Spain

Mia Abel
Amy Sarr UK

France
Verénica Cadavid
Grace Cunningham Colombia

USA

Isabel Medem
Peru / Germany
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Support our work

About GI-ESCR
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